
As you get older, your Christmas list grows 

smaller; the things you really want for the 

holidays can’t be bought.    

Author unknown 

M y wife keeps asking me what I want for 

Christmas and when I answer 

“nothing, I have everything I want”, it comes 

across as wholly inadequate. I do find that 

the quote above from an unknown source 

perfectly expresses what I feel when I say 

that I don’t really need anything, what I 

“want” doesn’t come in the usual packages. 

Unfortunately, the world in which we live has 

a different idea. I find it fascinating that Black 

Friday is no longer the Friday after Thanks-

giving but every day in the month of Novem-

ber (there’s a sermon in there somewhere).  

I haven’t heard my first “I’m ready for Christ-

mas to be over” but I know it’s coming soon. 

The pressure and the pace can make it diffi-

cult to live fully into the seasons of Advent 

and Christmas.  

 A resource I always turn to at this time of 

year is titled, Unplugging the Christmas  

Machine. The book has always been a touch-

stone for me as the non-stop holiday pace 

begins to pick up speed. The authors, Jo 

Robinson and Jean Coppock Staeheli, sug-

gest that the key to unplugging the Christ-

mas Machine is, “…knowing what you really 

want. People who take the time to identify 

their longings and are realistic about which 

of those can be satisfied at Christmas, can 

then go on to create a holiday that gives 

them great joy and satisfaction”. My hope 

and prayer is that each of us will spend 

some time at the beginning of this season 

identifying what we want from the Advent/

Christmas journey and then creating what 

we need to make it happen.  

 It is also our hope that Christ Church can 

help in some ways to unplug from, not fuel, 

the Christmas machine. Each Sunday at the 

9 a.m. service families will begin our worship 

with an Advent wreath lighting liturgy. At the 

11 a.m. service and throughout the season 

of Advent we will use our beautiful, more 

solemn Rite I liturgy. On December 4th the 

choir will lead us through the telling of the 

story of the fall of humanity, the promise of 

the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus in our 

service of lessons and carols. Bishop Curry 

will visit Christ Church on Wednesday,  

December 7th as we welcome a large group 

of adults and youth into this community 

through confirmation, reception, and reaffir-

mation. Our children, whom many refer to  

as the real Christmas angels, will connect us 

with that child-like sense of wonder that re-

sides within each of us through our annual 

Christmas pageant on December 18th. And 

finally, On December 24th we will celebrate 

Christmas with services at 4, 7 and 11 p.m. 

We have added an additional service in 

hopes that it will allow more people to  

attend Christmas Eve services and allow for 

more space. Please reach out to those who 

might want or need a place to go on Christ-

mas Eve. Christmas is a time when people 

need to be in community. 

  Obviously, there is so much to choose 

from as we begin this Advent/Christmas  

season. My hope and prayer is that in and 

through all of the busy-ness you will choose 

those things that feed you soul and allow 

you to create a holiday that truly brings you 

joy and satisfaction.  I also hope that we can 

play some part in helping 

you find your way. May you 

have a holy and happy  

holiday journey!     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament_messianic_prophecies_quoted_in_the_New_Testament


 Thank you to everyone who 
made our first Connect  
Thanksgiving Feast a success.     
We are so thankful for you!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All are invited to join us for the Christ Church Christmas Pageant on December 18th at 4 PM in Ran-
dall Hall.  The pageant is directed by Drew Baker and Wescott Youngson. The link to register a child or 
youth is here:  https://tinyurl.com/cecpageant 
 

 Twilight: Holy Family is on December 11th at 5 PM. We will learn the story of Jesus’ family and  
birth and hold a contest to design the Christmas Pageant program cover. It's also Christmas time in the 
Wormhole! Preschool through 5th grade children are invited to join us at 10 AM on Sunday December  
4, 11, and 18 to learn carols, craft ornaments, and prepare for the pageant. Finally, Paul+ is starting a  
wonderful new family Christmas tradition with Blessing of the Toys on December 25 at 11 AM, please join 
if you are in town!  

Our youth confirmands took a short trip to Camp McDowell for  
a retreat to study Church History, Scripture, and talk about why  
we go to church with Rev. Emily. They left with a true interest in 
learning more and wanting to engage in their life with Christ. The 
youth ended the weekend with a Eucharist with Rev. Paul and a 
dinner provided by their parents where they spent time away from 
their phones and engaged with each other. Thanks to everyone 
who made it possible for our youth to explore their faith deeply. 
We hope you come to the Confirmation service on December 7th 
to raise them up in their commitment to Christ.  

https://tinyurl.com/cecpageant


• 

 For those of us in the Northern Hemisphere, Advent always comes in the coldest and darkest months of 
the year.  There is no better time to put on a cozy bathrobe, wrap up in a favorite blanket, and read by the 
fire.  If you are looking to add something to your spiritual practice this Advent season, consider reading 
one of these books: 
 

• Prayer in the Night 
 

Tish Harrison Warren, an Anglican priest, frames a discussion about suffering and uncertainty using 
the Book of Common Prayer’s Compline service.  Warren does not shy away from asking where we 
can find God in the midst of loneliness and sadness. 
 

• Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis 
 

Episcopal priest Lauren Winner reflects on holding onto her faith after losing her mother and her  
marriage.  Her faith evolves but does not disappear. 
 

• Shadow and Light: A Journey into Advent 
 

Recent Catholic convert Tsh Oxenreider offers a scripture reading, reflection, and activity for each 
day of Advent.  Each day stands on its own, so there is no need to stress if you miss a day.  Accessi-
ble to newcomers to faith yet still rich and deep for longtime believers, this devotional would pair 
beautifully with a home Advent wreath. 
 

• Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent  
 

Don’t let the title fool you: this book isn’t just for beginners!  Biblical scholar and Orthodox Jew 
Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus.  Levine  
packs so much information into this short book, all the while educating and entertaining with  
her signature humor. 

 

 Happy reading! 

 Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and enjoyed lots of good food and time with loved ones! 

There have been lots of fun things in November! The ECW bazaar was a tremendous success! Thank you to 

all the ladies who cooked, set up, worked, and helped clean up for this fun event. Great job Mary Anna Ezell, 

our ECW President!! With the Stough Guild’s Amaryllis Sale at the bazaar, many ladies came by the booth 

and were inquiring about the guilds that are offered at Christ Church. If you are interested in learning more 

about them, please reach out! It is a good way to get connected with a smaller group of people. Also, the 

supper club groups are gearing up for the new year. Look out for more information concerning them in the 

next few weeks! Lots of wonderful things to be thankful for at Christ Church!  



Kathryn serves as the Director of Development for Boys & Girls Clubs of West Alabama. Prior to accepting 
this full-time position in 2022, she also worked as an administrative assistant and fundraising coordinator 
for the Tuscaloosa Mental Health Alliance and as marketing coordinator for Christ Church. She is a member 
of the Stough Guild and serves on the leadership team for The Offering. She earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from The University of Alabama College of Communication and Information Sciences. She 
graduated high school in Montgomery and has called Tuscaloosa home since 1999. She has been married 
to Will Adams for 23 years and is mother to two daughters, Anna (21) and Madison (18).  

Diana and I moved to Tuscaloosa in 2019 to be closer to Diana’s mother, Sandra Dockery.  I am a cradle  
Episcopalian and was a member of Christ Church - Charlotte,NC, Church of the Ascension in Montgomery,  
St James Episcopal Church in Fairhope and now here at Christ Episcopal Church in Tuscaloosa.  I have served  
as an usher and greeter and especially enjoy grilling for church activities.  I went to Cursillo at Camp McDowell 
and served on a staff there, plus two Cursillo staffs at Camp Beckwith outside of Fairhope.  I love everything 
Cursillo!  Diana and I have been married for 32 years and have three children on three continents: Beverley 
lives in Singapore, Frances and her husband, Edward, live in London with our 1 year old grandson Joseph,  
and our son, Winton V, lives in Charlotte.     

Winton Blount 

Kathryn Adams 

During my 34 years of being a communicant of Christ Church I have participated in various ministries to 
include the Lazarus Ministry, the Community Soup Bowl, Connect, Daughters of the King and Cursillo.  I 
have served as an usher, on altar guild, the Community of Hope, as a Lay Eucharistic Minister and on the 
vestry. I have received many blessings from serving and being a part of the church family. I am grateful 
for the nomination to serve again. 

Carol Gatewood 

Jeff Cull 

Christ Church became my church home in 2002. Ann and I were drawn here by the middle ground the 
Episcopal Church provided to our different faith backgrounds. Our sons Henry (22), Alex (20) and Spencer 
(18) were baptized and confirmed here. I have served as a Sunday School teacher (4th and 5th graders), 
Scout leader, past vestry member, stewardship and youth committee member, usher, Cursillo staff, 
breakfast cook, and on the rector search committee. Christ Church has been a great blessing to my family, 
and I consider serving our parish a small way that I can help others enjoy similar blessings. I am honored 
by this nomination and if called will gladly serve.  

Lewis Fitts 

Married to the lovely Ms. Carrie S. Fitts and enjoy the company 4 daughters (Courtney, Mo, Chelsea and Rachel), 
one son (Ford) and a granddaughter (Sibley).  
I am a person of strong faith. I believe that if we live by Jesus’s commandments then we should all find heaven 
on earth and within our church. I am a lifelong member of Christ Church as other generations before me, and I 
love this Church, its staff, and members. 
Education – Episcopal High School, University of Alabama, Hard Knocks 
Church experiences - Past Vestry member, Chair of “A New Song for A New Day “campaign, Rite 13 teacher, 
Christian Formation Committee, Finance Committee. 
Past president of Fitts Industries and the Stairway Manufacturers Association 
Past co-chair and board member of Capstone Bank 
Past president DCH Foundation 
A loyal member, in good standing, with our “Holy Chow” ministry 



Taylor has been a member of Christ Church for 12 years. She has two children, Emmaline and Dodge, and owns 
a local restaurant, Gourmade Kitchen. Taylor has enjoyed many areas of involvement at Christ Church, including 
choir, membership committee, teaching Sunday school, and VBS. She loves any opportunity to feed, host, or 
love on other people! Christ Church means so much to Taylor and her family. She would be humbled and hon-
ored to serve on the vestry. 

My name is Judi Rabel. My husband and I moved to Tuscaloosa in 2006, where he taught at the University 
until his retirement 15 years later. We were immediately welcomed into Christ Church and I looked for  
ways to support the parish, which included answering the phone, joining an altar guild, and helping to bring 
the ECW back to a viable organization; serving as President for 2 1/2 years. I am currently serving on the  
membership committee, as head of the ushers, and assisting with funerals.   
Christ Church has meant so much to me and I feel I can give back as a member of the vestry. 

Peggy has been a member of Christ Church since moving to Tuscaloosa almost three years ago.  The best 
part of her move to Tuscaloosa has been the Christ Church community, and the welcoming and loving  
environment it provides. She serves on various ministries and outreach programs, including Lazarus,  
the Soup Bowl, Connect, the Newcomer’s committee, and the Reach partnership with the University of  
Alabama.  She is excited about the impact that Christ Church has not only on its members, but also on the 
broader community.  
Peggy recently retired from a more than 30-year career in political and corporate communications, and 
enjoys living downtown with her husband, John and son, Joseph. She loves to read and write, walk herdog 
along the city’s many paths and trails, and sail on Lake Tuscaloosa.  

Justin Hart 

Taylor Pearce 

Peggy Nasir 

I have called Tuscaloosa home for 30+ years and Christ Church has been my family’s church home for about 25 
years. I have had the pleasure of being involved in various ways at Christ Church. I have taught both children 
and youth Christian Formation classes, been an EYC volunteer, an ECW board member, member of the Penick 
Guild and a VBS leader. Most recently I have served as a member of the Discernment Committee to call Father 
Paul+ as our next Rector. Currently, I am on the Christ Church Preschool Board, an active member of the 
Stough Guild, a greeter/usher and a member of the Aesthetic Committee. My husband, John, is a member of 
the Christ Church Adult Choir. We have two daughters, Mary Margaret and Jane Austin, and two very energetic 
English Springer Spaniels. 

Margaret Murdock 

Judi Rabel 

I currently serve on the building and grounds committee, the church security committee, and as the coordinator 
for lay eucharistic ministers. I have previously served on the vestry including a two-year term as junior warden. I 
also served on the long-range planning committee and chaired the rector discernment committee among other 
church service activities. I am active in the Cursillo movement and have twice served on Cursillo staff. Sara and I 
have been married for over 22 years and we have two children, Ellie (15) and Gordon (12).  



 The Christ Church Adult Choir and soloists, with Dr. Steven Taranto, 
organist, will present a FESTIVAL SERVICE of NINE LESSONS and  
CAROLS on Sunday evening, December 4th, 2022, at 6:00 PM in the 
nave at Christ Church.  Featured will be Advent hymns, carols, anthems, 
solos, and duets conducted by Music Director, Doff Procter. 
The service is free, open to the public, and nursery will be provided. 
 

 For almost 100 years, the service of Lessons and Carols has been sung on Christmas Eve at King’s  
College, Cambridge. This English tradition is marked by the decoration of the church with winter  
greenery and the Advent wreath. 
 

 Advent, a word derived from a Latin word meaning “arrival,” begins four weeks before the Festival of 
Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. This season of the Church year is a time for prayer and preparation 
for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas Day. 
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Considering that “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” and Christ is Christmas we have an abundance of 
Christmas books in our libraries at Christ Church! 
Just to point out two new books for the children: 
 The Snowman’s Song: A Christmas Story by Marilee Joy Mayfield 
 The Lights in the Church by Marilee Joy Mayfield 
Both of these delightful books are sweet and easy to read for our youngest readers. 
Additionally, our adult library has many advent devotional books for you to enjoy. 
                 Happy Christmas Reading. 
                      BG 
 

If your birthday is not on here for 
this month, and should be—it is  
because we do not have an  
updated membership information 
sheet. Contact the office to get one. 

1st    Brenda Carter, Zee Collier 
2nd  Scott Parks 
3rd   Gene Marsh, Wayne Hutton, Paul Martin 
4th   Cathleen Hines 
5th   Farley Poellnitz 
6th   Robin Farrens, Brandt LaPish 
7th   Anne Welch 
8th   Rick Johnson 
9th   Ben Grover 
10th Melinda Martin, Tony Roberson, Kristin Juhrs 
12th  John Carter 
13th  Judy Phipps, Pokey Douglas 
14th  Abbie Hinson 
15th  Jan Anderson, Mary Jane Aured, Cason Kirby,  
          Maxmillian Dean Hargett , Kelly Ann Griffiths 
17th  David Meginniss 
 
 
 
 
 

18th  Reese Brooks, Phillip White, Lynn White, Pat Dusang 
19th  Sara Hart 
20th  Rick Bryant, Alex Cull, Stanley Reeves 
21st   Sue Barnes, Anne Davis, Catherine Johnson, 
          Jane Searcy, Beverly Williams 
22nd  Poppy Parham 
23rd  Grace Gilchrist, Grace Brooks, Wyatt Rabuka 
24th  Brad Cork, Joe Fritz, Charles Ezell, Madge Ezell,  
          Genie Phifer, Rebekah Gaines 
25th  Christina Fanning 
26th  Jerry Carnes, Lois Tompkins, Luther Richardson, 
           Mary Givens 
27th  Mary Meriwether 
30th  Reese Lipscomb 
31st   Bob Shaw, Diane Breth 
 

 

 Christ Episcopal Preschool is so excited for Christmas! We have so many fun activities planned to cele-
brate the birth of Baby Jesus. 
 Our annual Christmas Musical will be on Friday, December 16th in Randall Hall, with classroom parties 
to follow.  We will enjoy our winter break and return on January 5th.  
 
       Merry Christmas from Christ Episcopal Preschool! 
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 Support the Lazarus Ministry this Christmas by making a holiday donation in 
memory or in honor of a loved one. Donation forms are available in the atrium.  
Julia Thames will mail the recipient a lovely acknowledgement. This is the main  
fundraising opportunity for this ministry.  
  
 If you would like to donate some Christmas cookies or bottled waters for our  
annual Christmas sing along that would be great. Also, we need some volunteers  
to greet our guests. 
The Sing-a-Long is on Tuesday, December 13 at 11am, in Randall Hall 


