
I  was driving down University Boulevard this 
morning and the busyness on campus was 

a reminder that the holidays are indeed over. 
Just as those students are moving into a new 
year full of possibilities and new endeavors 
Christ Church is not immune to that shift ei-
ther. I wanted to use this space to make you 
aware of some things that will be happening 
while also recognizing and thanking some 
people. 
 First, if you haven’t been watching ser-
vices on-line, Christ Church continues to seri-
ously upgrade our streaming and recording 
capabilities. We have installed 3 new camer-
as in the Nave and now have a designated 
room upstairs where volunteers take respon-
sibility each Sunday for overseeing the pro-
cess. I kid you not when I say it looks like we 
now have a television production studio on 
our second floor. In addition to thanking all 
the members of our “Stream Team”, I want to 
specifically thank Rick Dowling and Ben Ellis 
for their outstanding leadership in the design 
and installation of our new equipment. We 
will continue to pursue excellence in this  
endeavor but have come a such a long way 
since the start of the pandemic. We now find 
ourselves able to stream and record worship 
experiences of the highest quality. Well done 
Rick and Ben! 
 Additionally, the work of our aesthetic 
committee is picking up steam. You have 
noticed that a door has been cut and our 
coffee bar is taking shape. The floors are be-
ing laid as I write this, and it will not be long 
before coffee is available from this new 
space. This is the beginning of the imple-
mentation of the vision our aesthetics com-
mittee has to give some love and add some 
additional beauty to the spaces where we 
spend a great deal of our time together. 
While I certainly want to thank those that 
serve on the aesthetics committee, I particu-
larly want to thank Hubert Guthrie, the man 
responsible for implementing and oversee-

ing the work necessary to make this vision a 
reality.  
 You will also notice inside this publica-
tion a listing of our formation offerings for 
the spring. Once again, we have diverse clas-
ses for adults, youth, and our children. I 
would call parents attention to the new offer-
ing with Dr. Inge Givens, Building Bridges: 
The Family, The Student, and the School. 
This class will help parents examine the  
impact on parents and children living in a 
post-COVID world. Also, adults can go  
J-Walking as they examine the books of 
James, Jeremiah, and Job. We have also cre-
ated the opportunity for 20-40 somethings to 
gather and have conversations about topics 
that speak to them where they are – career, 
family, children to name a few. Our children 
will continue their Love First and Club 345 
curriculums. A big thank you to Emily Rowell-
Brown, Kathleen Franklin, and Cooper Parker 
for their hard work creating this. 
 Finally, with everything that is beginning 
at this time of year we also find ourselves at a 
significant ending in the life of Christ Church. 
Patricia Allen has served Christ Church faith-
fully for over 20 years. She will be retiring at 
the end of this month. In recognition of her 
years of service, we will be having a Patricia 
Allen day on Tuesday, January 31. The day 
will consist of a presentation by the pre-
school program at 10 a.m., a luncheon at 
noon and another presentation by the choir 
school at 4 p.m. We will also be collecting a 
love offering to present Patricia. You will be 
receiving a letter with more information 
about the day and how you might partici-
pate. Obviously, it’s important for us to say 
goodbye to someone that that has served 
this church so faithfully.  
 So, much like life, this month comes with 
some new beginnings as well as a significant 
ending. I invite your  
participation in both! 



 Thank you to everyone that made Connect in 2022 possible.  It takes a village 
and through your support we successfully loved on our friends and care  
partners.  Countless volunteers have provided lunches, desserts, time, energy, 
monetary donations, drinks, snacks, and lots of prayers.  Before the Christmas 
holiday our friends were able to go home with a gift for themselves and they 
‘shopped’ for a gift to wrap for their care partners.  Church members also 
made quiches and breakfast casseroles for our friends to take home to  
enjoy.  We appreciate the support so much and look forward to an amazing 
new year.  

 
 Looking for a new way to serve others while also having fun?  Interested in learning more about  

Connect respite ministry?  Sign up to attend our next volunteer training on Tuesday, January 31st from 
9am to 1pm. Questions?  Contact Amanda Jones, connect@christchurch1828.org or 205-601-1914   

 

 Please join us for our parent, grandparent, and supporter meeting on January 15th from 5-6 PM at the 
church. Dinner and childcare will be provided as we discuss Vacation Bible School and other Christ’s 
Kids offerings. Please RSVP to Cooper at christskids@christchurch1828.org.  

 
 Sunday School kicks off January 22nd! We will have a Children’s Liturgy service at 9 AM and we invite 

all children to wear pajamas to church. Children can process in and will be invited to come up and sing 
“Fishers of Men” during the offertory. Then, bring a topping for our pancake bar in the third floor 
WormHole at 10 AM before splitting into classes: Love First I (Pre-K & K), Love First II (1st & 2nd), and 
Club 345. All classes will dismiss at 10:55 AM.  

 Happy New Year Everyone! Lots going on this year and lots of new faces! With that said, we really want 
to encourage ALL members to put your photo in our ShelbyNext digital directory! You can crop a picture 
you already have from the holidays that YOU like and drop it in from your phone! OR come by the church 
and someone can snap a pic of you! Any teenager/college student can help you navigate this task. Let  
me know how I can assist you. Thanks for helping us fill ShelbyNext with your BEAUTIFUL faces as well  
as helping everyone get to know each other better! 

mailto:connect@christchurch1828.org
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 Have you ever noticed that we are constantly surrounded by objects that are 
always there, but we sometimes don’t really consider all that significant? Doorknobs, 
light switches, water faucets… Obviously, if any of these were gone, we’d have a 
much harder time performing our everyday tasks. Do we sometimes consider the 
windows in our Nave in a similar way? Now, while I am NOT suggesting they are as 
ordinary as doorknobs, light switches, or water faucets, my point is that sometimes we take their presence  
for granted. Certainly, if they were gone, the beauty of our worship space would be sorely lacking.  
 
 
 

 The windows in our Nave are significant for many reasons. They are historically significant in that many were  
given in memory or honor of those “saints” of Christ Church who are no longer with us. They are artistically significant 
because of their intrinsic beauty and artistic design and appearance. I’ve been told they are sought after by many 
photographers as subject matter for their photography projects. More importantly, the windows are theologically 
significant because their images portray the great stories of our faith. One of Paul’s first sermons referenced the story 
and theological meaning of the window directly across from the pulpit (“A Sinful Woman Forgiven” washing Jesus’ 
feet with her tears and anointing them with oil). That sermon sparked an idea for a musical program about the win-
dows in our nave.  
 
 
 

 On Monday, February 6th at 6:00pm, we will present a hymn festival entitled, “Windows of Faith, a Musical  
Celebration of the Windows of Christ Episcopal Church.” A hymn festival is a worship service in which most of the 
liturgy is music. Hymn festivals are usually constructed around a single theme or idea to add unity and meaning to 
the service. Through a series of congregational hymns, choral anthems, scriptures, reflective theological readings, 
and prayers, the program in February will explore the images and themes of the stained-glass windows in our Nave. 
The format of a hymn festival allows for great musical variety and includes readings from scripture complimented by 
theological writings and even poetry, which all help to “break open” the theme presented. A hymn festival has a 
greater impact when there is a goodly number in attendance to participate in the singing. Therefore, this will be a 
wonderful event for our church members to attend, but also an excellent opportunity for us to invite members from 
our community to participate in the experience with us.  
 
 
 

 The windows of Christ Church reflect the stories of Christ and the Saints. They are also a visual manifestation  
of God’s Word—its truth and beauty and important meaning for our lives. It is my hope the presentation on February 
6th will not only be a musical tribute to the windows in our Nave, but also a very special and meaningful Christian  
formation event for our parish and the greater community. 



• 

 Every Sunday at 10 am, all ages are invited to participate in a variety of formation offerings.  Feel free  
to attend the same class all semester or hop between the classes!  Everyone is welcome to participate, 
whether you consider yourself an expert or amateur.  Reach out to Kathleen Franklin with questions.  
 

All Spring 2023 offerings begin on January 22.   
 
All the Things 
Join us on the second floor near the WoRM Hole to discuss all the things!  This group is designed for pa-
rishioners between the ages of 20-40 (ish)--we won’t ID you!  Each week facilitators will lead a conversation 
around a topic that is especially significant to people in the life stage of building a career, creating a family, 
and raising children.  This is a discussion-based class that prioritizes sharing and connecting over knowing 
all the answers. 
 
J-Walking: A Scripture Study on James, Jeremiah & Job 
Join parishioner and religion professor Christine Poston and parishioner Jim Jolly as they walk through 
three intriguing books of the Bible.  There will be approximately 4-6 classes in each book.  The class in-
structors will provide background information and context and then lead participants through a discus-
sion.  This class meets in Room 222. 
 
Theological Gumbo 
This is a forum-style offering held in Randall Hall where we feature a different topic every week!  Guest 
speakers will lead the forum.  See the schedule below: 
 
UPCOMING THEOLOGICAL GUMBO CLASSES 
 January 15: Reconciling and Remembering: Healing Divisions in the Church 

We will play short videos about racial divisions in the church and signs of healing and provide time for 
reflection and discussion. 

 January 22: All About Cursillo 
Are you interested in attending Cursillo, or would you simply like to know what it is about? Our lay  
rector, Cason Kirby, and the Ultryea rector (the coordinator for the Tuscaloosa region), Julia Emrich,  
will join us with a panel to share Cursillo experiences and answer questions.  

 January 29: “Why I Serve”: Outreach Opportunities with Christ Church 
Learn about ways to serve the Tuscaloosa community!  Hear from Christ Church parishioners about  
how and why they serve at Christ Church.  Different outreach opportunities through Christ Church will 
be featured, including Connect, Meals on Wheels, Lazarus Ministry, and Community Soup Bowl. 

 February 5: Windows of Faith: Stained Glass with Dr. Jennifer Feltman 
Parishioner and UA Professor of Medieval Art and Architecture Jennifer Feltman will discuss the  
meaning of stained glass in churches.  Stained glass has theological, educational, and significance  
and enriches our worship experience.  This talk is a great introduction to the “Windows of Faith” hymn 
festival that will be held on February 6. 

 February 12: Loving Those Who Love the Most: Caring for our Caregivers 
All of us have or will at some point care for a loved one facing health, mental, and/or physical  
challenges.  Here about how to stay strong (and keep a sense of humor!) as a caregiver or support  
caregivers from our panel. 



Building Bridges: The Family, The Student, and The School  
 

 This parent/facilitator group is the product of concerns emerging from the upheaval of the last 3 years 
as a result of the Pandemic. Whether it is teaching graduate students who are administrators, teachers, and 
counselors, or listening to the experiences of undergraduate students, parents, and relatives, it is obvious 
that almost everyone felt the effects. And the effect on students has been widely documented in the news. 
This forum will address issues selected by the parent group. It is not limited to public schools because  
private school students and homeschooled students and families also deserve attention.  
Our topics will include loss and the stages of grieving and a wide assortment of subjects such as testing, 
bullying, special education procedures, career and college selection, scholarships, financial aid,  
communication with teachers and the school. The hope is that parents will share what is most relevant  
to them and their children as well. 
 This special event will be facilitated by Dr. Mary (Ingie) Burke Givens, PHD, University of Alabama,  
Educational Research, 2009 EDS, Counselor Education, 2004 
Ingie worked in public education for 37 years as a history and social studies teacher, a middle school  
counselor, a k-12 counselor, the career technical counselor for two school districts, and a psychometrist 
(testing for special education). Since 2009, Ingie has taught social foundations of education at The  
University of Alabama. 
 
 Please join us for the first meeting of Building Bridges: The Family, The Student, and The School on  
Sunday, January 29 at 5 PM in Randall Hall. For more information or questions about the event, please 
contact Kathleen Franklin, kfranklin@christchurch1828.org  
The next Building Bridges will be on Feb 19, 2023 at 5 PM in Randall Hall. 
 

We Come Before the King: An Epiphany Day of Reflection 
 Join us on Saturday, January 28 from 9:30-2 in the Music Hall for a day of prayer, music, meditation, 
time for silence, and optional sharing. We invite anyone interested in learning more about their faith, 
Epiphany, or seeking a renewal of spirituality in the new year. Please register either in the Atrium or online 
at www.christchurch1828.org/formation  
 

Matthew 2:11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold 
and of frankincense and of myrrh. 
 

 During the holy season of Epiphany, we remember the journey of the wise men who bring gifts to lay  
before the long-awaited Messiah. We have much in common with the Magi. Like the Magi, we too are  
on a spiritual journey, and we too have gifts of value and meaning to offer the newborn King. 
We hope you will give yourself the gift of time to reflect and renew at the beginning of a new year,  
and to lay the gift of yourself and your presence before the King. 
 

To honor this time and space for you and your fellow participants, we respectfully request that you arrive  
in time for registration and settling in.  
 

Lunch will be provided and we ask that you please pay $15 to help supplement the cost. For more  
information about this event please contact Kathleen Franklin or Bunny Cox.  

mailto:kfranklin@christchurch1828.org
http://www.christchurch1828.org/formation
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 As I was going through a box of books that were donated to the Christ Church Libraries by a  
parishioner who had lost her mother earlier in the year I was awed by the variety of items in the box.  Of 
course I found commentaries for various books of the Bible and books by great scholars of theology. Then 
to my surprise and glee I found a passel of children’s books. Some were theologically based; some were 
just fun and interesting books that piqued the imagination of children.  
 I have a teacher/friend who swore by the fact that if a concept is too difficult to explain to a student  
(this was a high school teacher), go to the children’s book section to find the subject, and a children’s book 
will do the job of explaining it perfectly and in a most appealing way. Evidently this intellectual parishioner 
lived by the same rule and had a child-like spirit to the end. 
 I invite everyone to enjoy the pleasure of the Children’s library at Christ Church. It’s a pretty room,  
especially when the sun is streaming through the windows. Though the chairs at the table are small,  
there is a rocking chair and a window seat to accommodate adult long legs. Sit and rest a bit with a good 
children’s book in the peace of our Children’s library. 
                   Happy Reading in the New Year, 
                      BG 
 
  

If your birthday is not on here for 
this month, and should be—it is  
because we do not have an  
updated membership information 
sheet. Contact the office to get one. 
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 The Outreach in Action Committee met last week to distribute $67,650  
to organizations that applied for grants.  $60,000 came from the 2023 church 
budget, $4,500 from the ECW and $3,150 from Collectibles.  

 
 We are starting an ongoing coat collection of all sizes. They can be left on the 

coat rack in the Outreach Hub. The coats will be distributed through the Lazarus 
Ministry.    

 
 The Lazarus Ministry is in need of laundry pods.  Please leave donations in the 

Outreach Hub. 


